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BUT CONTINUE THOU IN THE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST LEARNED AND HAST BEEN 
ASSURED OF, KNOWING OF WHOM THOU HAST LEARNED THEM, | 


IN the two epistles to Timothy, St. Paul hath laid down and 
enforced, with his uſual conciseness and energy, the chief stu- 
dies and duties of a christian Minister, to which all who succeed 
to that important character may and ought frequently to have 
recourse, both for the edification of themselves and those placed 
under their care; always bearing in mind that ** the vows of 
God are upon them, ” and that they must shortly give an ac- 
count, either with joy or grief, of the sacred trust which they 
have deliberately undertaken. 

When the difficulties and obligations peculiar to this office are 
seriously considered, one of the first suggestions of conscience 
must be © who is sufficient for these things??? 

C The 
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The attainments necessary even for the decent discharge of 
this employment are so considerable that, besides natural talents, 
an ardent zeal for Religion—diligent application—some progress 
in literature—a competent knowledge of men and things and 


above all, a blameless and exemplary conduct, personal and pro- 


fessional, are only the outlines of what! is indispensably required 


in every one who takes upon him the arduous task of super in- 


tending, ching, . and ns. others. 


On the other hand, altho the best qualified have reason to 
distrust their abilities, none need despair of them. A willing 
mind can do more than we are aware of: and to encourage 
us in our sincere tho' imperfect endeavours, we are assured of 
the perpetual Co-operation of that Spirit whose Grace will be 
Sufficient if we apply for, and use, it properly; and whose 
strength is made perfect in human weakness. Under the im- 
pression of this assurance we are cheerfully to labour in the 


vocation to which we are called, and to leave the issue of our 


work with God. 


But different periods call for different exertions. Besides, 


the stated services we are severally bound to, it is incumbent 


upon us to notice, and oppose the prevailing errors in faith 
and practice which occasjonally present themselves to our view, 


Nc 
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No age, from that of the . Apostles . down to the present, 
has been free from pernicious doctrines and corrupt practi- 
ces. The Authority and example even of the first preachers 
of Christianity, together with the miraculous powers they were 
endowed with, were not always sufficient to“ put to silence the 
ignorance of foolisch men “ or to controul the perverseness of 
wicked ones. They found ample employment for men whose 
steps the most eminent of their successors can follow only 
at an humble distance. We are not therefore to wonder, 
whatever cause there may be to lament, that the weakness 
and corruption of human nature, now breaking out in one 
shape and then in another, should still afford a wide field to 
exercise the talents of the most able of the profession, as well 
as the vigilance and industry of those of inferior abilities. In 
fact, there is more than business eno' for all who have the 


cause of truth and righteousness at heart. 


A rage for innovation may not improperly be deemed one 
of the discriminating characteristics of the present times. 
Whatever other knowledge we may be deficient in, almost 
every one thinks himself competent to improve upon the 
Systems and establichments, whether civil or sacred, of his 
predecessors: . and great numbers, fearless of danger and in 

defiance 
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defiance of restraint, have actually attempted to reduce their 
notions to practice, With respect to religion, instead of ad- 
hering to the Apostle's injunction © Continue thou in the things 
which thou hast learned, and hast been assured of the mo- 

dern maxim seems to be- pay no regard to prescription, 

The antiquity of a System, so far from proving its wisdom, 
is rather to be taken as a mark of defect; and—every alte- 


ration, must, of course, be an amendment. 


In pursuance of this wild conceit, some with a boldness pe- 
culiar to themselves, have openly denied the very first prin- 
ciples of all religion, and with scorn trampled under foot the: 
best sanctions of morality. They not only “ say in their 
heart there is no God, but seem to claim a sort of merit 
in publicly renouncing him. With such, consistent eno', the 
belief of the immortality of the Soul, and of a future state 
of rewards and punishments hath been exploded and despised. 
But „ verily there is a reward for the ö 


there is a God that judgeth the earth. 


Not a few of these hardy champions of . in a neigh- 
bouring Country, have lived long eno' to taſte the bitter fruit 
of their own lessons, and fallen the unpitied victims of their 
outrageous impiety. What progress these horrid tenets have 
made amongst ourselves cannot as yet be ascertained, since 

their 
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their abettors have not chosen to declare themselves so openly. 
That they have got too much footing here is not to be questioned; 
and it highly concerus every one to guard as much as possi- 
ble against their spreading further; for we have already had 
sufficient proof that zhis sort of innovating carries misery and 
destruction along with it. Even that people who, of all o- 
thers, seemed ripest for such an Apostacy, have, at length, 
found it necessary to tolerate if not to recommend, the belief 
of a Deity. Philosophy and Atheism, after all the boasting 
of their Patrons, have turned out to be such poor Substi- 
tutes for Revelation, that both the Governors and governed, 
grown weary of the experiment, are forced to make some kind 
of religion, their refuge if not their choice. In truth, no one 
can be safe in his reputation, property, or life where the 
restraints of Conscience are generally dispensed with or pro- 
scribed. Those who have cast off all fear of God, are not 
likely to regard man any further than their own present se- 
curity or interest is concerned. And what dreadful enormi- 
ties, private and national, men are capable of committing 
when destitute of every other principle, the History of France 
for the last five Years, aftords such instances that humanity 
shudders at the detail, and future ages will, if they believe 
what they read, be apt to turn away from it with abhorrence. 
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Another Sect, more considerable as yet for their influence 
than their numbers, taking advantage of the mild and tole- 
rating spirit of our Legislature, have avowedly rejected the 
_ doctrines of the Gospel respecting the Holy Trinity. Whilst 
the mission of our Saviour as a Preacher of righteousness is. 
barely allowed, they have robbed Him of all his other attri- 
butes at a stroke; under pretence of asserting the Unity of 
the Divine Nature. Their liturgy, where they use one, 1s: 
accordingly adapted to these tenets, which they boast of for 
their reaſonableness and Simplicity; and it is chiefly upon 
these grounds that the Unitarian builds his Schism; whilst 
some of the plainest passages of S. Scripture and decisions 
of the primitive Church are violently wrested from their ob- 
vious meaning to give it a plausibility. The Deist, upon the 
strength and sufficiency of human reason, disclaims all Re- 
velation as false or superfluous. The other, after explaining 
away some of its most essential doctrines, reduces the whole 
to little more than a System of Ethics; and from the great 
resemblance between them, they may in future, by the help 
of a few more refinements, be brought to coalesce. But“ 
we have not so learned Christ — That form of sound words 
which we are commanded to hold fast and to teach, with- 


out disguise or sophistication, comprehends the doctrines as 
well 
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well as the precepts of our Religion. Indeed they are 80 
closely interwoven with each other that they must stand or 
fall together. What God hath thus joined we dare not put 
asunder. True Faith can not be separated from pure morals, 
nor the mysterious parts of christianity from its righteous 
commandments. We are to take the whole as we find it. 
Instead of mutilating the Gospel, or distorting its doctrines 
to make it suit a particular hypothesis, we are to embrace, 
teach, and defend it in all its purity and extent; howe- 
ver it may mortify the pride of human reason on the one 
hand, or interfere with the overbearing dictates of philosophy 
and science falsely so called on the other. If there are some 
things hard to be understood, or even beyond the reach of 
our faculties, it is no more than what we meet with in o- 
ther researches, and might well be expected in a Dispensa- 
tion that has for its object the Redemption of a fallen world; 
which must imply a trial of our faith as well as of our virtue. 
We are to submit our limited capacities to the infinite Wis- 
dom of God, as well as our unruly wills and affections to 
his perfect laws. What we do know, or may discover, of 


this wonderful interposition of Providence is abundantly suffi- 


cient to convince us of its truth and importance —is so wor- 


thy of God to teach and of man to be taught, that we ought - 
5 1 to 
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to receive it with all humility, reverence, and gratitude as 
the most precious boon that heaven could bestow upon us. 
At present, we are hut in the first state of progression— 
able to discern only a few links of the chain which connects 


the whole with its parts—Things present with things past 
and to come. In some future period of existence the diffi- 
cultigs which perplex us will be done away, as far as is com- 
patible with the designs of our maker. Instead therefore of 
vainly attempting to bring down every mysterious part of Re- 
velation to the level of our scanty comprehensions, or pre- 
sumptuously rejecting what we do not understand, our un— 
questionable duty is, by practising what we know, to render 
ourselves worthy of forther illumination. This is the Scrip— 

ture rule; and we shall never find a better.— If any man will 
do his will, he shall know of the Doctrine whether it be of 
God. It was from the beginning forctold that the preaching 
of Christ crucified and of other Gospel truths connected with 
it would give offence to different kinds of hearers—be a stum- 
bling block to some, and foolishness to others— but unto all 
who are so wise as to give it a fair trial, it will eventually 
appear to be the power of God and the wisdom of God.” 


As for the controversies and divisions which, for more than 
a century past, have unhappily subsisted, under various forms, 


amongst 


SERMON. 13 
amongst those who separated, upon common grounds, from 
the Church of Rome, the leading points of difference have 
so often and so ably been discussed, that if conviction or ac- 
quiescence is not learnt from preceding writers, we have but 
little to hope for from the force of argument or persuasion; 
and God forbid that any force Should be made use of to 
Suppress opinions, unless they militate against the public peace ! 
It is, however, worthy of remark that several of those bo- 
dies who chose to withdraw from the established Church have 
since so widely dissented from each other as to subdivide 
into many different communities, between whom there is no 
greater conformity than between them and ourselves, what- 
ever appearance of it some general denomination might seem 
to imply. What then could those modifications and con- 
cessions have effected towards a comprehension, which from 
time to time, and with increasing vehemence, have been 
demanded from the Legislature? More concessions must have 
been made as the breaches multiplied, and the national creed 
and Liturgy been continually shifting, or else every recent 
innovator been left to complain of partiality. If one side re- 
cedes as the other advances, where can we hope to find a 
point of union; Besides If indulgence is to be shewn to pleas 
of conscience, and none are better entitled to it, surely those 

D pleas 
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pleas are not to be slighted when urged, with equal sincerity, 
by superior numbers, who think themselves obliged to op- 
pose such dangerous innovations, and to ** continue in the 
things @ which they have learned and been assured of, ” 


But to proceed—whilst we are incessantly accused of bigotry 
and superstition for adhering to the established faith and wor- 
Ship by those who profess themselves freed from the Shackles 
of prejudice by 2 more enlarged view of things and I know 
not what liberality of sentiment, we are at the same time re- 
proached by another numerous. party for corrupting the doc- 
trines of christianity. The censure is the more grievous for 
coming from people who profess the strictest picty and the 
most rigid adherence to the articles of our faith, from both 
which we are taxed with departing. But in the judgement of 


one, whose good sense, learning, moderation, and merit in 


the highest ecclesiastical station, will hardly be questioned by 


any that are competent to decide—** they themselves have ad- 
vanced unjustifiable notions as necessary truths; giving good 
people groundless fears, and bad ones groundless hopes; distur= 
bed the understandings of some; impaired the circumstances 
of others; prejudiced multitudes against their proper ministers; 


and prevented their edification by them: produced first disor- 


ders 
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ders in our churches; then partial or total separations from them, 
and set up unauthorised teachers in their assemblies. It 
would doubtless be uncandid to charge the whole body with 
the extravagancies of a part of their members, or to impute 
consequences which they neither intend- Hor foresaw. Allow- 
ing then every just claim to the purity of their intensions, 
Zeal, and seriousness of demeanour, in which it would be bet- 
ter to imitate than to blame them, yet how are we to reconcile 
their now almost universal separation from a Church whose 
articles and liturgy they affect to admire so much? Instead 
of using any prescribed form of worship, every minister, I 
believe, is left to his own discretion. Extemporary prayer, 
and hymns not always happily chosen, make up nearly the 
whole; and excepting what is introduced in their discourses, 
scarce any portion of sacred scripture is statedly read. If their 
Auditors find themselves more edified by this method than by 
ours? if they become better men, better members of society 
and better christians, it would be wrong to condemn what 
they have so much reason to prefer. Still, is it fair to com- 
plain of the inefficacy of those services which they will not 
attend? Is it just to endeavour first to lower the established 
clergy in the estimation of the public, and then to blame 
them for the loss of their influence? supposing that, out of 


so great a number, some of. the clergy do neither live, nor 
preach 


ow « 
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ders in our churches; then partial or total separations'from them, 
and set up unauthorised teachers in their assemblies. ” Tt 
would doubtless be uncandid to charge the whole body with 
the extravagancies of a part of their members, or to impute 
consequences which they neither intend- Bor foresaw. Allow- 
ing then every just claim to the purity of their intensions, 
Zeal, and seriousness of demeanour, in which it would be bet- 
ter to imitate than to blame them, yet how are we to reconcile 
their now almost universal separation from a Church whose 
articles and liturgy they affect to admire so much? Instead 
of using any prescribed form of worship, every minister, I 
believe, is left to his own discretion. Extemporary prayer, 
and hymns not always happily chosen, make up nearly the 
whole; and excepting what is introduced in their discourses, 
Scarce any portion of sacred scripture is statedly read. If their 
Auditors find themselves more edified by this method than by 
ours? if they become better men, better members of society 
and better christians, it would be wrong to condemn what 


they have so much reason to prefer. Still, is it fair to com- 
plain of the inefficacy of those services which they will not 
attend? Is it just to endeavour first to lower the established 
clergy in the estimation of the public, and then to blame 
them for the loss of their influence? supposing that, out of 


so great a number, some of the clergy do neither live, nor 
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preach, nor labour in the works of the ministry, as they ought 
to do; It is unquestionably a matter of severe reproach to 


themselves, for which they must answer. But their failings 


need not occasion, nor will they justify your leaving the church 


in which they officiate. To a well disposed mind the ser- 


vices themselves are confessedly replete with edification ; and 


where it is not experienced, the fault 1s not in the ordinance 
but in the worshiper. Our Blessed Saviour, altho' he often 
had occasion severely to rebuke the scribes and pharisees for 


their hypocrisy and gross misdemeanors, yet did not desert the 


Synagogue or the Temple where theyministered. They were 


the regularly appointed Clergy of the Jewish Church; and as 


such, the people including the disciples of Christ, were bound 


to attend the services they performed, as well as to avoid their 


bad examples. Then spake Jesus to the multitude and to 


his disciples, saying, the scribes and pharisees sit in Moses's 
Seat. All therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that 
observe and do; but do not ye after their works; for they 
say and do not. Matt. xx1: c. —i, ii, iii. s. Human Loegisla- 
tures may permit, but they by no means authorise the divisions 
which so miserably rend the christhn Church. Schism will 
Still be schism whatever earthly tribunals may determine. Nor 
is it eno' to alledge even the dictates of conscience, forcible 


as 
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as they are, unless due care and pains be previously taken 
to inform the conscience aright, since many things undoubt- 
edly wrong have been done under the influence of a misguided 
conscience; not to mention that an heated imagination, the 
pride of singularity, an immoderate thirst after popular ap- 
plause, and sometimes designs more mercenary and criminal, 


have been mistaken for purer motives. 


Once more Another instance of the innovating spirit of the 
times is the pretence to prophetic inspiration which has, of 
late, been so confidently, I had almost said, impudently obtruded 
upon the public; tho” a little acquaintance with History will 
Shew that such pretences are by no means peculiar to 
this or any other period; for it has often happened that when 
the public mind is highly agitated either by political or re- 
ligious alarms, both the enthusiast and impostor have been 
ready to avail themselves of the crisis: and it is a mortifying 
proof of the weakness of human nature to observe the effect 
which such pretences have upon the multitude. The conta- 
gion spreads from one to another with astonishing rapidity, 
gathering new force as it expands, till, by degrees, it over- 
powers the ignorant and staggers the belief of those who ought 


to be better informed. Especially if the prophecyer appears 


E bold 


lusion that they should believe a lie. 
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bold enough to set the laws at defiance, and to risk his per- 
sonal safety on the truth of his predictions; or else has the 
cunning to attach himself to a faction, who may be ready to 
protect and use the instrument at the same time they secret- 


ly deride his pretensions. The frequent and earnest cautions 


'given by our Saviour and his apostles against deceptions of this 


Sort have not been attended to as they ought. The world 
has still gone on ** deceiving and being deceived ” in spite 
of warning and experience. Nor is the delusion altogether 


owing to the simple credulity of mankind. It often originates 


from a more criminal source. It is from a carelessness about the 


true faith that so many are misled by an erroneous one Were 
they more firmly grounded in the belief of prophecies unques- 
tionably inspired—did they study, with a zeal proportionable 
to the interest they have at stake, those treasures of saving 
knowledge which their Bibles contain, they would not be thus 


« carried about with every wind of doctrine by the sleight 


of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 


deceive. ” It is because they receive not the love of the truth 
that they might be s:ved, that God sends them strong de- 
” We have already ad- 


monitions enough to excite infinitely more concern for our 


welfare than we are disposed to profit by. If every age and 


people 
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people were to have a special messenger from heaven to attest 
what is already revealed and confirmed by all the weight of evi- 
dence which the nature of the thing is capable of, where 
should we stop? might not each individual claim the like in- 
dulgence? The frequency of such interpositions would frus- 
trate the intent of them. To the really good they would be 
needless; and the bad would, probably, not be the better for 
them. ” They have Moses and the prophets, our Saviour and 
his Apostles—if they will not hear 1 neither will they be 


persuaded tho one rose from the dead. 


The signs of the times are to be sought for in the Scrip- 
tures only. We are to rely upon none besides, at least we 
ought to deem them sufficient, ' till it shall please God to give 
us such undeniable proofs of modern inspiration as have not 
yet been produced, nor have we any warrant to expect. Great 
and wonderful events will assuredly happen before the Gospel 
dispensation is completed Whether sudden or gradual, near or 
distant, who will venture to decide? They are for the most 
part, foretold in such general or figurative terms that the com- 
pletion alone can fully explain them. The known mistakes 
even of learned and good men should make us cautious how 


we admit of mere human interpretations as matters of abso- 
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lute certainty ;- and much greater reason have we to distrust 
those who, iustead of explaining inspired prophecies, arrogantly 


tions, hath left us this awful denunciation, ** For I testify 


if any man shall ale away from the words of the book of 
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ligion and order, to c-ooperate in their best endeavours to 
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pretend to inspiration themselves; and without any credentials, 
broach their own surmises or delusions for the oracles of 
God. When St. John was about to close his revelation of 
the future state of the christian church, with which canpon- 


ical scripture ends; he, perhaps with a view to such imposi- 


unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of 
this book—if any man shall add unto these things, God shall 


add unto him the plagues that are written in this book; and 


this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book 


To conclude—The prevailing errors and enormities which 
distract and threaten almost every part of the christian world 


Should induce men of all persuasions, who are friends to re- 


Support them. Instead of continually dwelling upon the 
points that divide us, and increasing mutual animosities 
by invidious comparisons and reproachful epithets, which, 


by widening our unhappy breaches, serve only to facilitate 


the 
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the triumph of the common foe, one of the most urgent 
duties of this perilous season seems to be to spend our zeal 
in enforcing a stricter observance of what we agree in, Were 
the plain duties, which all christians acknowledge as such, 
more universally practised, time and reflexion, friendly inter- 
course and reciprocal good offices might, hy softening our pre- 
judices, gradually open the way for truth to have a fair hearing, 
which, in many cases, is all she wants in order to be em- 
braced. Or, if an entire union of sentiment is more to be 
desired than expected, we might, at least, learn to differ with- 
out malice, and to contend, where cotitest is unavoidable, not 
with wrath and clamour and evil speaking, but in the spirit 
of candour, meekness and condescension. Such a temper and 
conduct, at all times right, are now become indispensable. 
For not only the modes and appendages of religion are at- 
tacked, but the very substance of it questioned, denied 
and ridiculed. Publications against every thing hitherto deemed 
sacred are circulated with an industry and assurance beyond 
the example of former times; and to promote their success, 
the titles, the size, and the style are artfully suited to readers 
of every description. With what avidity such writings are 
sought after what pernicious impressions they have made 


upon some weak minds, and still more upon illdisposed ones 
F | can 
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can hardly have escaped the notice of any one who is at- 
tentive to what is passing. When the poison is thus daily 
administered, in such alluring forms, can any honest man 
contemplate the mischief with indifference, or look forward 
to the consequences without emotion? It is not the sepa— 
rate interest of any one profession, rank, or party that is at 
stake, but the very existence of what ought to be most dear 
to us all. If we will not unite on such an emergency as 


this, who can foretell how soon we may have cause to de- 


plore the fatal issue of our neglect? They whose peculizr 


province it is to teach and defend the great truths of the 
Gospel, in which the best interests of society are involved, 
do what they can, will of themselves be able to do little eno” 
to stem the torrent of impicty which threatens to overwhelm 
us in promiscuous ruin. However, they will, as they have done 
upon similar occasions, take care to be found at their posts— 
to sound the alarm, and to give their people timely warning 
of their danger, as well as to point out to them the best 
means of averting it. It is the cause of truth and virtue which 


they are upholding ; and whilst they consctentiously defend 


it by their lives and doctrines, they have nothing personally to 


fear for the event. The God whom they serve will, in his 
good time, and in ways best suited to his unsearchable wis- 


dom 
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dom, effectually vindicate his own appointments; and enable 
his faithful servants to withstand or escape their adversaries, 


or else to suffer for righteousness* sake with becoming forti- 


tude and resignation, ** having respect unto the recompence of 


the reward. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 
Ghost, be paid all adoration praise and thanksgiving both now 


and for ever. 
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